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CURRENT ECONOMIC TRENDS

After a turbulent first half due 
to oscillations in trade, GDP 

has beaten expectations in Q3 
of 2025, driven by a resilient 

consumer and investments in 
AI infrastructure.

Easing trade, tax and regulatory 
uncertainties in the latter half of 
2025 helped businesses invest 

confidently. Geopolitical 
tensions are rising in the opening 
weeks of 2026, but the economy 
still rests on solid fundamentals.

After cutting for three-
consecutive meetings at the 

end of 2025, interest rates are 
expected to stay steady as the 
Fed asses how far the current 

policy rate is from neutral.
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GROSS 
DOMESTIC 
PRODUCT

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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INFLATION

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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LABOR 
MARKETS

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, AMT Calculations

Note: October 2025 unemployment is estimated as the average of September and November 2025 
unemployment levels because of missing data resulting from the 2025 federal government shutdown.
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INTEREST 
RATES

Source: Federal Reserve Board

0.0%

1.0%

2.0%

3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

1/
1/

19
98

10
/1

/1
99

8
7/

1/
19

99
4/

1/
20

00
1/

1/
20

01
10

/1
/2

00
1

7/
1/

20
02

4/
1/

20
03

1/
1/

20
04

10
/1

/2
00

4
7/

1/
20

05
4/

1/
20

06
1/

1/
20

07
10

/1
/2

00
7

7/
1/

20
08

4/
1/

20
09

1/
1/

20
10

10
/1

/2
01

0
7/

1/
20

11
4/

1/
20

12
1/

1/
20

13
10

/1
/2

01
3

7/
1/

20
14

4/
1/

20
15

1/
1/

20
16

10
/1

/2
01

6
7/

1/
20

17
4/

1/
20

18
1/

1/
20

19
10

/1
/2

01
9

7/
1/

20
20

4/
1/

20
21

1/
1/

20
22

10
/1

/2
02

2
7/

1/
20

23
4/

1/
20

24
1/

1/
20

25
10

/1
/2

02
5

Effective Federal Funds Rate 
January 1998 to December 2025

IMTS Exhibitor Workshop 



MANUFACTURING TRENDS



CONSUMER 
EXPENDITURES 
FOR DURABLE 

GOODS

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis
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AMT STATISTICAL PROGRAMS
Three surveys of participant-reported data, compiled monthly, provide industry data used to track industry trends, calculate 

market share and gauge performance against the industry. 



POST-COVID 
MANUFACTURING 

TECHNOLOGY 
TRENDS

Source: AMT – USMTO, CTMR and AWT Surveys
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CURRENT MANUFACTURING TRENDS

Demand for automation has 
increased and shows no signs 
of slowing. This is translating 

to increasing productivity, 
reversing the previously 

declining trend.

Grid modernization and increased 
demands from AI have put 

electricity generation back in the 
forefront. Space exploration and 

satellite technologies are taking off. 

In 2020, consumers shifted their 
spending to goods rapidly. This 
demand has persisted and has 
grown to include government 

investment in infrastructure and 
military projects.

A U T O M A T I O N R E N E W E D  D E M A N D N E W  F R O N T I E R S
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AUTOMATION
TRENDS

Source: Chris ‘ROY’ Taylor, The Herald Sun (March 13, 2018)



MEASURING 
AUTOMATION

Source: AMT – USMTO Survey, Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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MANUFCACTURING 
EMPLOYMENT

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics
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MANUFACTURING 
PRODUCTIVITY

Source: AMT – USMTO, CTMR and AWT Surveys
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CUSTOMER INDUSTRY TRENDS

After lagging the overall market 
for much of 2025, Job shop 
orders began to pickup in 

August and are currently on a 
sustained upward buying trend.

Demand from data centers, and 
grid modernization has resulted in 
more demand for machinery from 
electrical equipment producers, 

averaging nearly 20% above 
monthly averages in 2024 & 2025

With large backlogs and growing 
orders for commercial and 

military aircraft, the aerospace 
sector is poised to increase 

demand for machinery for the 
foreseeable future.

J O B  S H O P S A E R O S P A C E E L E C T R I C I T Y
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2026 MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY FORECAST

AMT works with our partners to develop a quarterly forecast of machinery orders, measured by USMTO, 

and cutting tool shipments, measured by CTMR.

M A C H I N E R Y C U T T I N G  T O O L S

Oxford Economics, 
October 16, 2025

ITR Economics, 
October 31, 2025

-1.5% 4.8%



WHERE TO
LEARN MORE?

23

• U p d a t e d  M a r k e t
F o r e c a s t s

• C a p i t a l  I n v e s t m e n t
Tr e n d s

• M a r k e t  O p p o r t u n i t i e s
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QUESTIONS?

Christopher Chidzik
P r i n c i p a l  E c o n o m i s t

c c h i d z i k @ a m t o n l i n e . o r g
c -  7 0 3 - 8 2 7 - 5 2 6 9

mailto:cchidzik@amtonline.org
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